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Parasha Discussion

Independently Faithful

“And Moshe grew up and went out to his brethren and
observed their burdens; and he saw an Egyptian man
striking a Jew” (2:11)

When Moshe grew up, he left Pharaoh’s palace to see
the suffering of his people and grieve with them. He
encountered an Egyptian taskmaster beating a Jew and
Moshe killed the Egyptian. Rashi cites a Midrash which
states that the Egyptian was beating the Jew for the
following reason: The Egyptian became attracted to the
Jew’s wife. He waited for the Jew to leave for work, and
then entered his house. The woman, thinking that it was
her husband, had relations with the Egyptian. Upon his
return home, the Jew became aware of what transpired,
and confronted his taskmaster, who subsequently began
beating the Jew.! The Siftei Chachamim explains that it is
for this offense that Moshe was permitted to kill the
Egyptian, for adultery is a violation of the Noachide Laws
and therefore punishable by death.?

The explanation of the Siftei Chachamim contradicts the
Talmudic explanation. The Talmud derives from Moshe’s
killing the Egyptian that a gentile who strikes a Jew is
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* See Rambam introduction to Sefer Hamizvos

subject to capital punishment.3 Clearly, the Talmud
understands that Moshe’s justification for killing the
Egyptian was not the Egyptian’s act of adultery.
However, that raises the following question: How
can the Talmud derive the law that a gentile striking
a Jew is a capital offense? Perhaps Moshe killed
him for the reason given by the Siftei Chachamim.

The Torah in its complete form is comprised of both
the Written and Oral Law taught to Moshe at
Mount Sinai.* Although a person cannot study one
without the other, for they complement each other,
our Sages specifically took note of what was
recorded in the Written Law and what was taught
orally. The Torah in its written form must be
understandable independently, as well as in
conjunction with the Oral Law. Therefore, the fact
that Moshe struck down the Egyptian with no
mention of his adulterous actions, indicates to
Chazal that the Egyptian’s death must have been
justified for the reason given in the simple reading
of the verses; the only offense noted is the beating
of the Jew. Chazal therefore derive that a gentile
striking a Jew must be a capital offense.

Adapted from a Shiurim of HaRav Yochanan Zweig
of the Talmudic University of Florida




Kept Alive

This week’s Torah portion, Shemot is the first portion
of the book of Exodus. At the beginning of the portion
we read, “Pharaoh commanded all his people saying,
cast into the river and every daughter you shall keep
alive.”

Pharaoh ordered that the boys be cast into the Nile,
for he had been informed by his astrologers that it
would be a Jewish child who would redeem the Jews.
In his decree concerning male babies the fate of the
girls should have not been mentioned. In truth
however, Pharaoh’s comments concerning the girls
were just as harsh a decree as that of the male
children.

Pharaoh ordered the Egyptians to drown the boys,
causing their physical death. The Egyptians were also
told to keep the girls alive, that is, raise them in the
Egyptian way of life, thus causing their spiritual
demise.

The decree that “every girl you shall keep alive” was
no less harsh than “every boy shall be cast into the
river”. To destroy the soul is as evil as annihilating
the body, for spiritual death is as abhorrent as
physical one.

The Nile was one of the Egyptians’ deities; the
Egyptians worshipped it for it was the source of their
livelihood. Accordingly, “Casting the children into the
river” indicates the two aspects of Egyptian exile.
There was the physical exile that sought to destroy
the body and the spiritual exile in which Jews were
cast into the idolatry and hedonism of Egypt.

The Egyptian exile is the root of all subsequent exiles
including our present one.

Nowadays, too, “Pharaoh” is alive and well. Pharaoh
can be found to influence Jewish children who are
subjected to be cast into the “river” where they are
to be swept up in the current of moral depravities of
contemporary society.

It is said of the Exodus: “By virtue of righteous
women of that generation were our ancestors freed
from Egypt”. What was so special about those
women?

These women managed to raise a generation of Jews,
utterly ignoring Pharaoh’s decree. They knew that G-
d alone must be heeded. By virtue of these righteous
women our ancestors were freed from Egypt.

Adapted from Torah Thought of the Week by Rabbi
Mordechai Weiss of Lubavitch of Bergen County

Quick Halacha

The Talmud teaches that a person is required to
review the weekly portion. The review must consist
of reading a commentary or translation that is based
on the interpretation of Chazal once preferably
Targum Unkalus or Rashi. If a person uses Rashi as
the translation, those verses for which Rashi does not
offer any commentary should be read three times.
One can read each verse twice with its commentary
or complete each chapter twice (a pesucha or a
setuma) followed by the commentary.
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